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Christmas edition  

 BULLETIN #12 

23/12/2025 

President’s Message  
Well, this is my last message for 2025, and what a year it’s been! We’ve had a wonderful year 
as a club.  

We celebrated our 60th Anniversary at Eastwood Golf Club, which was well attended 
and a great afternoon of fun, friendship and memories. 

Our club supported several RYDA Days, this current year supported Carey Grammer 
and Lilydale Heights Secondary college at Lilydale Campas Box Hill Tafe. with fantastic 
volunteer involvement, helping many young people think about what it really means to be 
behind the wheel of a car. 

We continued supporting our local community by helping provide meals and, just as 
importantly, spending time chatting with people who may be feeling lonely. It’s always heart-
warming to hear how grateful people are that someone cares.  

LCPM We held a successful market at the Yarra Ranges Council carpark, although the 
October market was cancelled due to bad weather. Stall holders were keen to come back in 
November, which was a good market and in December, supported the LTAG Melba festival 
Lilydale Street Fair. 

PSSC Our school speech contest was well supported by local schools, with two 
students making it through to the finals. One student even placed second overall in the district 
finals — a fantastic achievement. Thank you to everyone who volunteered and helped make 
those nights such a success. 

We braved a rather wet day at the Mt Evelyn Street Fair and enjoyed a very busy day 
at the Lilydale Street Fair manning a membership and information stall. And at Lilydale Street 
fair raffled a bike kindly donated by Yarra Valley Cycles.  

For a small club, our meetings have been well attended, and our members, volunteers 
and friends have been incredibly supportive of our many events. 

In November, we enjoyed a very entertaining and funny social night with The Bizarre 
Gazzard, Comedy Hypnotist — a real highlight.  

We also ran several Bunnings BBQs at Lilydale Bunnings and experienced just about 
every weather condition possible! Despite the hard work, they were fun days and well 
supported by our volunteers. 

What an amazing Christmas Gift Wishing Tree Appeal once again this year, with over 
3,100 gifts collected, sorted and donated to various organisations supporting people in our 
community who are doing it tough for many different reasons. It’s truly something special, 
and we should all be proud of our local businesses and companies who support us by hosting 
donation points. I’m sure you’ve all felt as proud as I have seeing photos and stories of our 
achievements shared in the local papers — and even mentioned in Parliament recently!  

 

Rotary Club of Lilydale Inc. A0016456J 

Chartered 23rd August 1965 Incorporated 2nd August 1988 

 

PO BOX 127 Lilydale Vic 3140 

Ph.: 0423 558 833 www.rotarylilydale.org.au 

Email: contact@rotarylilydale.org.au  

http://www.rotarylilydale.org.au/
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A huge thank you to everyone currently helping with Christmas wrapping, at Lilydale 
Marketplace. We’ve had some very busy days, with the public now expecting to see us there. 
On day two alone, we wrapped 101 gifts for people happy to save time and let us do the hard 
work. 
Colin and I were honoured to host this year’s Christmas get-together. Thank you to everyone 
who could attend — and we certainly missed those who couldn’t be due to ill health or other 
commitments. 
 

As President for 2025, I wish you all and your families a very 

happy, healthy and safe Christmas. Enjoy a well-earned break, 

take pride in everything we’ve achieved this year, and thank 

you for your ongoing support. 

 

Let’s make this a year of connection, contribution, and 

community.  

Cheryl Mackay President 

  
Christmas party At Cheryl and Colin home.  

l-r back row Colin, Ian, Des, Richard, Chong, Debra, Andrew, Simon. 

Front row Judith, Jenny L, Cheryl, Rhonda, Barb, Pam, Andrew, Jenny S, Helen.  

Super imposed over photo from Boyd Court Mooroolbark, Christmas lights display (photo J. Shiel)   
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Club Meetings.  2nd and 4th TUESDAY of month  
Club Meetings  
Where:  Watch this space:  

Time:  6:15 pm  for 7:00PM START. 

Cost:  tbc      Guest tbc 
 Pay EFTPOS- bank transfer  (preferable) 

Please RSVP to Attendance officer your inability to come or if bringing a guest.  

By Friday before meeting.  Judith Shiel 0438 389 695 or Em.  judithshiel@hotmail.com 

Warning if we do not receive your apology for nonattendance, we expect you to pay normal $10.00  

 

Please note important information  

No Meeting December 23rd.  

Christmas Wrapping until the 23rd Dec 

 

January dates of meetings TBC 

• A fellowship night  

• Combined meeting RC Wandin, 

Healesville & Upper Yarra.   

• RCL board meeting.  

• Club Meeting -Vocational.  

December is Disease Prevention and Treatment Month.  
December is Disease Prevention & Treatment Month. MANY Rotary programs & projects are aimed 

at reducing the incidence of disease and treating disease when it occurs. Rotary sets up temporary 

clinics, blood donation centres, and training facilities in underserved communities struggling with 

outbreaks and health care access. We design and build infrastructure that allows doctors, patients, 

and governments to work together. We combat diseases like malaria, HIV/AIDS, Alzheimer’s, 

multiple sclerosis, diabetes, and polio. Prevention is important, which is why we also focus on health 

education and bringing people routine hearing, vision, and dental care. Image credit: 

 Rtn. Debbie Vance - Rotary Graphics 

https://rotary.org/en/our-causes/fighting-disease 

#diseasepreventionandtreatment 

mailto:judithshiel@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/debbievancegraphics?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUtKJ6nbqbbwmkWmwoHwfQ07oxYaR7SJwOeCcYjPbxBA4AJ7-SXplknbeH4zPWLhNJM-x85lRjr_XrO-tR8cCG3PzpRjwQctLNXVMm8FYWWVutos4HFanQ9aQsy8--Q81N1f0MB5Jho1aZohbZW6dyHdsjkGvP-07mO-ZJvK1fJwyIcBWmhs-ivHU9KDcXNCHY&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://rotary.org/en/our-causes/fighting-disease?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZW5odE1PaHdiTHV1cFRyWnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6etky1oQfV7fzBCGuJucKUGK5fLsJl4FTa0tqIrgFyDDZxcHm9i5ui03blEw_aem_WU5SRQUIhzjDIdTCzQSjDA
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/diseasepreventionandtreatment?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUtKJ6nbqbbwmkWmwoHwfQ07oxYaR7SJwOeCcYjPbxBA4AJ7-SXplknbeH4zPWLhNJM-x85lRjr_XrO-tR8cCG3PzpRjwQctLNXVMm8FYWWVutos4HFanQ9aQsy8--Q81N1f0MB5Jho1aZohbZW6dyHdsjkGvP-07mO-ZJvK1fJwyIcBWmhs-ivHU9KDcXNCHY&__tn__=*NK-R
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OFFICE BEARERS  

Almoner Marg Battle Membership  Des Shiel 

Attendance Judith SHIEL Enviro   Madalyn Parlet 

Bulletin Editor Judith SHIEL On to Convention Arun Marappan 

Club Historian Helen Darvell  Protection Officer Simon Tirchett 

DIK rep / RAWCS Des SHIEL  Program Co-Ord Richard Selway  
LCPM Manager Des SHIEL   

LCPM co-ordinators  Judith Shiel Webmaster  Richard SELWAY 

BIRTHDAYS 

  

Marg Battle         Dec 22nd 

Patrick Hartley (hon) Dec 25th  
(A very special Birthday 90 Wow  

You don’t look a day older than 89)  

 

INDUCTION ANNIVERSARY 

Andrew Ermel Dec 11th 2018  

Dr David Rivadillo Dec 10th 2019 

Jenni Labrum Dec 10th 2024 

Board 2025-2026 

President Cheryl Mackay Foundation Margaret Battle 

Past President Des Shiel Community Cheryl Mackay 

Secretary Arun Marappan International  Des Shiel 

Treasurer Judith Shiel  Youth Simon Tirchett  

President Elect Vacant President Nominee Position vacant 

Nominations are open and called for the following positions  

President elect (President 2026-2027 Year)  

President Nominee (President 2027-2028 Year)  

Members are reminded to submit their nomination forms to Arun as soon as 

possible to be considered for a position.           

 

POSITION WILL BE OPENED UNTIL THEY ARE FILLED 

 

POSITION  

VACANT 
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RCL Events: -  
 To connect to a club Meeting click on:- Zoom Link  

2025-2026 Rotary Year 
DAY WHERE EVENT 

Wed 17th To  Sat 20th  
 
 

Christmas wrapping  
Lilydale Market 
Place  

1st week of wrappings  
THANK YOU TO THE VOLUNTEERS THAT 
HAVE HELPED OUT.  

Sun 21st т Tues 23rd   Christmas 
wrapping  
Lilydale Market 
Place 

2nd week of wrapping  
See email re times  

Tuesday 23rd  Club Meeting  NO MEETING 

23rd Dec to Jan 13th 2026 Christmas Break   

December 25th  Christmas day  Merry Christmas one and all  

2026 т January    
Tues 13th Jan RCL Fellowship TBC The Sporting Globe  

Chirnside park  
Wed 14th Jan  TBC 

RC WANDIN EVENT.  
Combined meeting  RC, Lilydale, 
Wandin, Healesville, Upper Yarra.  

Tues 20th Jan 7:00 т 8:30  Rotary Board Meeting   RSL LILYDALE 
Mon 26th Jan    Australia Day  

Tues 27th Jan RCL CLUB MEETING Vocation Activity  
February   

Sunday 1st 9:00 т 2:00 Lilydale Craft and Produce 
Market  

Yarra Ranges Council car Park  
 

Sunday 1st Feb 12:00 - 6:00 Lilydale Bowling Club  Open Day.  

Tues 10th Feb 7:00 т 8:30pm   

 
RCL Club Meeting  Guest Speaker Naqaib Sarwa  

 
Tues 17th Feb 7:00- 8:30 Board Meeting  RSL Lilydale  
Tues 24th Feb 7:00- 8:30 RCL Club Meeting  Wishing Tree Thank you Night.  

 

   

Bunnings BBQ  Dates to be confirmed.   

To Keep you up to date with District please refer to email all members would receive  
District 9815 Event Schedule - Highlights September 2025 or District 9815 ClubRunner events 

 
Rotary 9815 & 9830 District 

Conference  
13th -15th March 2026 

Hobart, Tasmania. 
Last chance at the cheaper rate 

get in before 31st December.  
After 31st rate is $390 for conference    

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82886040237?pwd=YklrTG5DcFJKcE8wQjNGd29XYjFGUT09
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frotary9815.org.au%2F50387%2FPage%2FShowSitePage%3FClassCode%3DSitePage%26Slug%3Ddistrict-conference-2026&data=05%7C02%7C%7C3500dba882994f19b35408de1dbcf72d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638980894616653181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fL1pf%2FPzD6C9pTNtu3EN%2F%2FeU2DaCysSFDH2g346RDGk%3D&reserved=0
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          Rotary Club Lilydale 2025 Christmas Gift Wishing Tree Appeal      

The Christmas Gift Wishing Tree Appeal is over for another year, last week members were 

present when “the Wishing Tree” committee and members  presented to Anchor, Vic Police.  

 

 

 

Article in the Lilydale Star Mail  15/12/2025 By Mikayla van Loon 

Briefly:- The Rotary Club of Lilydale has completed its fifth Wishing Tree appeal, once again 

showcasing the generosity and willingness of the community to give back. At a time that 

should be joyous and filled with festive spirit, so many will struggle to provide the basics over 

Christmas and New Year. 

Full story can be found here  cick on link. Gifts abound for the fifth Wishing Tree appeal  

And some of the recipients community groups are Anchor Community Group,  

Vic Pol have distributed to following organisations;- Uniting, Ngwala, EACH Yarra Junction, 

Boorndawan, Ely Motor Inn, Felix House, Montrose Community Cupboard and a new this year 

Shop 16 Mooroolbark Terrace community group.  

All gifts provided to children in struggling families with poverty & hardships.  

 

Rotary Club of Lilydale were mentioned in a video by Bridget Valence MP at parliament.  

The video can be viewed via the following 

link: https://www.facebook.com/share/r/17Zw46uAVS/.  

 

Thank you Simon, Anne and Gerry. Wishing Tree Committee  

  

Leading Snr Cons Luke Egginton & Rotary club 
President Cheryl (photo Star Mail) 

Anchor's Leanne Nicholson, RCL President 
Cheryl and Lilydale Library Manager Robin 
Barden handing over gift Cards (Star Mail 

Photo) 

Lilydale Members Delivered gifts to Anchor & Lilydale Police 

VP Des Shiel Delivers gift to  
Shop 16, Mooroolbark  
picture with Beck, 

https://lilydale.mailcommunity.com.au/news/2025/12/15/gifts-abound-for-fifth-wishing-tree-appeal/#:~:text=Wishing%20Tree%20appeal-,Gifts%20abound%20for%20fifth%20Wishing%20Tree%20appeal,-15/12/2025
https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2Fr%2F17Zw46uAVS%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd8e022246e6042abacf008de3c4b436b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639014491138733692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QOXP65iQADB%2BOGMeclFFhRyBQnr80%2FdmkhoThD0CaF8%3D&reserved=0
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Secondary School Awards.  
School 2025 Date & Time Rotary Members to 

attend 

Lilydale Heights College  Thursday 4th December Richard Selway    
Mooroolbark Secondary 

College  
Friday 5th December Des Shiel and Judith Shiel  

Yarra Hills Secondary 
College  

Wednesday 10th 
December  

Barb Lawrence and Simon 
Tirchett 

Mount Lilydale Mercy 
College  

Friday 12th December Arun Marappan  

   
Disclaimer: No photos or names  from Lilydale Heights, no names from Mooroolbark Secondary College,  
And no photos from Mount Lilydale Mercy college  
  

Mooroolbark Secondary College, Service Above self-awards Year 8, and Year 10, no names and no photos of yr 7 & 9 

 Simon Trichett, presented Award to 

Chelsea,   Yarra Hills Secondary College 

MOUNT LILYDALE MERCY COLLEGE  

RECIPIENTS: ROTARY CLUB OF LILYDALE AWARDS  

CITIZENSHIP= ECHO, YEAR 9 

COMMUNITY SAMUEL, YR 11 

SERVICE= KATHERINE, YR 12.  
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IPU Raffle  
Raffle has been drawn, next draw is April 10 2026  

Thank you for participating in the recent Fiji holiday raffle hosted by Rotary Lilydale Project Maroondah IPU Care. 

Congratulations to the winner of the raffle drawn November 21, Glen M. from Sydney NSW, who won 5 nights at 

Plantation Island Resort, 2 nights on the Fiji mainland and other great prize inclusions. 

 

Win or gift a great holiday in Fiji and support Care Packs 

for inpatients at 

Maroondah Adult Mental Health Service, 

a Rotary Club of Lilydale project. 
Your holiday for two at Paradise Taveuni includes: 

•  5 nights in an air-conditioned room overlooking the ocean. 
•  Full cooked breakfasts, lunches and two course dinners (drinks not included). 

•  Ground transfers to and from the airport. 
•  Rainbow Reef snorkelling experience. 

•  Tropical garden tour. 
•  The Fijian people will make you feel welcome like no other. 

AUD1000 contribution toward travel costs (sponsored by an anonymous supporter) 
Plus dinner for two and bubbles at Sails Denarau at Port Denarau. 

The prize is valid for 12 months. The prize is transferable to friends (but the transfer must 
be registered within one month of receiving the prize) - your receipt will have a gift 

certificate to share. 
 

Funds raised are split:  
Rotary Club of Lilydale’s Maroondah Adult Mental Health Inpatient 

Units Care Pack project (50%) 
and Its Time Foundation (50%) Remote Island Solar School 

Project. 
Its Time manages the raffle platform and arranges the fully donated prizes. 

https://iitime.org/ 

Prize is valid for 18 months after the draw and is transferable to 
friends/family members. 

Scan QR code to purchase your tickets or go to 

https://itstime.org/rc-lilydaleinc 

1 ticket: AUD $11 4 tickets:  AUD $40 10 tickets: AUD $90   

https://www.sailsfiji.com/
https://itstime.org/rc-lilydaleinc
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Melba Street Festival  
December 07th We are supported LTAG with volunteering bump in of stallholders and manning a stall at the Melba 
Street Festival. The Membership stall was attended by many volunteers and hand outs were given out. 
 
THE YARRA VALLEY CYCLES KINDLY DONATED A BYCYCLE TO THE VALE OF $399.99 to raffle, members 
and friends traversed the festival selling tickets and raffle drawn at 3:00 pm at Kinley Stage. By Bridget Valence MP 
and the winner was Sharyn Manning, and winning ticket sold by Ann Wheeler.  
Funds raised will go into back into the community.  

 

 

Wanted  
Have you updated your mobile phone and you still have your 

superseded phone?  

The Club is looking to replace the existing phone. So if you 

have an old phone Preferably iPhone  12 or after. Then 

please let us know.  

Please contact Arun Marappan if you have any questions.  

Or if you have old phones lying around they can also be dropped off into the DV phone box which is at 

the Lilydale Campus Library. To help support Domestic Violence victims.  

Bulletin Editors notes:  
If there are any articles that you need in the Bulletin  
Especially From the service Chairperson  
To keep us up to date with Projects etc, please submit by the Friday before the next Meeting.  
 
Just to keep you informed, the dates for January may Change, but do expect a Fellowship evening instead of the 
normal Club Meeting, and an invite to a combined Meeting.  
 
The first Market back in February 2026, and The Lilydale Bowling Club is have a Community day on same day.  
They will support us and if we can support them will all work out. Check out the details  
Lilydale Community Day – Barefoot Bowls Sunday 1 February 2026 12:00-6:00 
We are invited to free family event (Lilydale Community Day) coming up on Sunday 1 February, 12.00-6.00pm. 
We're encouraging people to check out the market first.  We would love it if you are able to promote the event 
closer to the day as well, hopefully both events will get more attendees as a result. We would also like to invite 
your members and their families to come and enjoy the day as well. 

 

Judith Shiel  

https://www.lilydalebowlingclub.com.au/communityday
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RAWCS - Rotary Australia World Community Service  
 

Unite for Bondi - Bondi Terror Attack Appeal  
In collaboration with the NSW Government and the Jewish Board of Directors, Rotary 
has launched a national appeal to support everyone affected by the devastating Bondi 

shooting tragedy of 14 December.  
The impact on families, survivors, and the broader community is immense. As 

Rotarians, we stand united in our values of compassion, peace, and community with 
the victims and survivors of the Bondi shooting tragedy. Our hearts and thoughts go 

out to the vic tims, their families, and all impacted by this devastating event.  
Now is a time for compassion, solidarity, and collective strength.  

Your donation ð big or small ð will provide crucial support to those whose lives have 
been forever changed.  

All contributions are tax -deductible.  

Australians stand together in times of heartbreak.  
Letôs show Bondi that we are with them. 

Donate via the link in our bio.  
Click on l ink above to donate.  

Please donate and share widely: https://directory.rawcs.com.au/49 -2025-26 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotary Lilydale Sponsors, please support them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/RotaryRAWCS?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaRq-bos_R3S90eO1ARxyYadUUv5DtAV0uuaoaTJt6fwHiQ7zieG1KCCRPuKeYOk1EsZXhOEoSd2Vx50Fy_HEpDiOpDe3ZOM-DhjeSUxILHG57QCemTx0GdZlH9t98Q77s3RDutJoQUlxgWWe1W_sIS&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://directory.rawcs.com.au/49-2025-26?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExaEZMWG1lZFpSZUR4ek43ZHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4GXnlEBzmah-4WawWrIhoW97iwoJhY914Tsykg1JEm3pRRcEW-Zo9HFYIb0Q_aem_HkuOaQdTHg5l9bFY-Qhbtw

