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	BULLETIN #13
27/01/2026
President’s Message 
As President for 2025-26, I hope you enjoyed a restful break with your loved ones. Let's keep taking pride in all we've accomplished this year and thank you for your continued support.
What an amazing Christmas Gift Wishing Tree Appeal once again in 2025, with over 3,100 gifts collected, sorted and donated to various organisations supporting people in our community who are doing it tough for many different reasons. It’s truly something special, and we should all be proud of our local businesses and companies who support us by hosting donation points. I’m sure you’ve all felt as proud as I have seeing photos and stories of our achievements shared in the local papers — and even mentioned in Parliament recently!
Following our previous report, some gifts were delivered late to the participating businesses, after most of the gifts had already been distributed. With permission from the recipients, we have chosen to donate these remaining items to individuals affected by bushfires in our local area, working through a community group familiar with their needs.
Plans are underway for the Thank You Night to celebrate local businesses, and we encourage you to attend on February 27th at our Club Meeting to show your appreciation and support.
A big thank you to all the volunteers who wrapped over 590 gifts at Lilydale Market Place—your efforts made the Christmas wrapping a huge success, helping us raise $1,250.
The club’s BBQ events have also been very well received and have proven to be strong fundraisers. Our next Bunnings BBQ is scheduled for February 22nd.
We have applied for a Rotary Foundation grant to provide emergency lighting for police responding to accidents or emergencies, with more details to come.
The recent Fellowship Night at the Sporting Globe Chirnside Park was a great success, and attendees agreed it would be an excellent future meeting place. The Board formally approved this at last Tuesday's meeting; further information will be included later in the bulletin.
The Board also discussed additional fundraising and community support initiatives. More updates on these activities will be shared soon.
We look forward to our next market on Sunday, February 1st, at the Yarra Ranges Council. This event will run alongside a Community Day held by the Lilydale Bowling Club from 12–6 pm.
Save the dates:
· March 24th: Fellowship Night – Croquet Challenge
· May 9th: High Tea
Let’s make this a year of connection, contribution, and community. 
Cheryl Mackay President


Club Meetings.  2nd and 4th TUESDAY of month 
[image: ] 
Where: 	The Sporting Globe, 
	Shopping Centre,

	239-241 Maroondah Hwy, 
Chirnside Park VIC 3116
Time: 	6:15 pm  for 6:45 START.
Room:	level 2, via stairs or lift. 
Cost: 	$5.00 		Guest tbc
	Pay EFTPOS- bank transfer  (preferable)
Meals 	To be order before you go up to level 2. 
Drinks 	purchased at bar before you go up to level 2. 
Zoom  is available 	click on Zoom link 	
Please RSVP to Attendance officer your inability to come or if bringing a guest.  By Friday before meeting.  
Judith Shiel 0438 389 695 or Em.  judithshiel@hotmail.com

Please note important information
As members were aware we had a fellowship night at the Sporting Globe Chirnside Park. Tuesday 13th Jan. 
It was encouraging to see that over 50% of full members, as well as several partners and honorary members, attended the gathering at the Sporting Globe Chirnside Park. The event provided an excellent opportunity for members and their partners to reconnect, enjoy engaging conversations, and seamlessly manage the ordering system. Everyone appreciated a quality meal together. The group is now revitalized and prepared for our first club meeting on January 27th, ready to embrace the opportunities of the new year, 2026. 
Tuesday night Board Meeting the board agreed that this will be our new Meeting venue. 
And this is an email from Eloise. And procedure on meeting night. Click on link to see menu. 
Rotary Club meetings at The Sporting Globe 239-241 Maroondah Highway, Chirnside Park (next to Reading cinema). 
Meetings to be held on level 2 in a private function space, there is lift access.  
Food and drinks to be ordered on main restaurant level before the meeting as the upstairs bar is not open. You are requested to leave your name when ordering as you will not have a dedicated table number upstairs and they want to deliver the right food to the right person. A link to the menu is here.  https://www.sportingglobe.com.au/menu
On a Tuesday night the Globe has the following specials
· ½ priced Porterhouse
· ½ Priced house wines (Sauv Blanc, Cab/Merlot, Sparkling)
· ½ Priced pints of TSG APA and Little Bull
Additionally, to the advertised specials The Sporting Globe offers a free membership that can be signed up by downloading their app or on the website. Members are entitled to $1 credit for every $25 spent, a $25 birthday voucher in their birthday month after a purchase and some great member only special pricing.

We have the use of this room at no charge, 
TSG will provide us  with a mic, tv's that connect to your laptop that has HDMI capability and guest WIFI. You can create the meeting space set up yourselves (instead of being charged  a hire fee and doing it). Please bring yourself a clicker to change slides if you require this.

 OFFICE BEARERS 
Almoner	Marg Battle	Membership		Des & Madalyn
Attendance	Judith SHIEL	Enviro 		Madalyn Parlet
Bulletin Editor	Judith SHIEL	On to Convention	Arun Marappan
Club Historian	Helen Darvell 	Protection Officer	Simon Tirchett
DIK rep / RAWCS	Des SHIEL 	Program Co-Ord	Richard Selway 
LCPM Manager	Des SHIEL	 
LCPM co-ordinators 	Judith Shiel	Webmaster		Richard SELWAY
Board 2025-2026
President	Cheryl Mackay	Foundation	Margaret Battle
Past President	Des Shiel	Community	Cheryl Mackay
Secretary	Arun Marappan	International 	Des Shiel
Treasurer	Judith Shiel 	Youth	Simon Tirchett	
President Elect	Vacant	President Nominee	Position vacant
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Nominations are open and called for the following positions 
President elect (President 2026-2027 Year) 
President Nominee (President 2027-2028 Year) 
Members are reminded to submit their nomination forms to Arun as soon as possible to be considered for a position. 📝

POSITION WILL BE OPENED UNTIL THEY ARE FILLED




POSITION 
VACANT







 
BIRTHDAYS 			INDUCTION ANNIVERSARY
Simon Tirchett	1st Jan		Tim Hewitt (Hon) 18/01/1994
David Rivadillo	9th Jan							
Bill Parlet 	13th Jan
Amanda Rivadillo 28th Jan





Saying of the week/ fornight.

We first make our habits and then our habits make us. 
John Dryden 

RCL Events: - 
 To connect to a club Meeting click on:- Zoom Link 
	2025-2026 Rotary Year

	DAY
	WHERE
	EVENT

	[bookmark: _Hlk213425037]2026 – January 
	
	

	Mon 26th Jan  
	Rotary Club of Wandin 
The Hub 
	Australia Day Breakfast 


	Mon 26th Jan
11 am to 4 pm 
	Rotary Club of Wandin 
@ Wandin North Oval 
	Family fun day 

	Tues 27th Jan
	RCL CLUB MEETING
THE SPORTING GLOBE 
CHIRNSIDE PARK
	Topic Vocation Activity
Chair: Arun Marappan 
Welcome: 


	February 
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk220086620]Sunday 1st 
9:00 – 2:00
	Lilydale Craft and Produce Market 

	Yarra Ranges Council car Park 
Roster is out for the volunteers. 

	Sunday 1st Feb 12:00 - 6:00
	Lilydale Bowling Club 
	Open Day. 

	Tues 10th Feb 7:00 – 8:30pm  

	RCL Club Meeting 
	Guest Speaker Naqaib Sarwa 
Chair:-
Welcome:
Thanks 

	Sun 22nd Feb
	Bunnings BBq Lilydale
	Roster will be out shortly out for the volunteers.

	Mon 23rd Feb 
7:00- 8:30 
note change of date 
	Board Meeting 
	RSL Lilydale 

	
Tues 24th Feb 7:00- 8:30
	
RCL Club Meeting 
The Sporting Globe 
Chirnside Park 
	
Wishing Tree Thank you Night. 
Chair Simon. Gerry Anne V Horick 


	
	
	

	March 
	
	

	Mon 3rd May 
	Lilydale Craft and Produce Market 

	Yarra Ranges Council car Park 


	Tue 10th 7:00 – 8:30pm  
	RCL Club Meeting
The Sporting Globe 
Chirnside Park
	Topic 
Chair
Welcome 

	Tues 17th 
	Board Meeting 
	RSL Lilydale 

	Sun 22nd 9-4:00 
	REPOWER EXPO 
Yarra Ranges Council.  Lilydale 
	RCL Sausage/ Drinks stall 
Fundraiser.  

	Tues 24th 7:00 – 8:30pm  
	RCL Club Meeting / FELLOWSHIP
 Save the date
	Croquet Challenge

	Save the following dates
	
	

	April 14th 
	Combined meeting 
	RCL 9815-4 group north

	April 19th 
	Bunnings BBQ Lilydale
	

	April 25th 
	Anzac Day Breakfast 
	

	May 9th 
	High Tea Fundraiser. 
	


To Keep you up to date with District please refer to email all members would receive 
District 9815 Event Schedule - Highlights September 2025 or District 9815 ClubRunner events
[image: ]What’s on in the Area
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This is happening the same day as the 
Market on February 1, support the community. 

Happy new year from the Lilydale Bowling Club. 
The bowls club is running a charity day on Sunday February 1 with:
· Free barefoot bowls
· Live music
· Kids activities and face painting
· BBQ being run to raise money for a local community group.
· Community group stalls
· Half price social member sign-up on the day
· Drinks available at the bar
Bookings are essential, with bowls available in 3 time slots (12pm, 2pm and 4pm). To book go to the link below.
https://www.lilydalebowlingclub.com.au/communityday



[image: ]Stories of interest. 
NYSF 
Andrew Ermel attended the National Youth Science Forum (NYSF) in Brisbane from 12th January to 21st January. Andrew reports that this year was enjoyable, with three new members joining from different clubs. He appreciated reconnecting with other members who have participated for six years and two years, as well as catching up with staff who were also present last year.
[image: ]Gareth, who’s main Rotaract Club is Rotaract Brisbane RiverCity, was more involved than some of the newer members. Naurelle, from the Rotary Club of Boonah, has been part of NYSF for six years. Bron, representing Altona City, oversees all the Melbourne hubs for NYSF and experienced her first stay-over this year. Simon from the Rotary Club of Willetton, WA, also attended for the first time. Pat joined from the Rotaract e-Club of Melbourne. 
(photos supplied by Andrew) 

Inward Exchange Student of 1992
Mikael (Knapper) Therell, from Boden Overlulea, Sweden, was an exchange student during 1992-1993. He stayed with four host families from the Rotary Club of Lilydale: Marion & Ray, Peter & Helen, Beryl & Phil, and Janine & Ray. One of the highlights of his visit was participating in Pedlin Pete’s Ride to conference, alongside Peter & Helen Loosley, Helen McDonald, and fellow exchange student Knappen.
Although he has returned to Australia twice before, on this occasion he was accompanied by his wife Terese and their two children. They arrived in Perth in mid-December, hired a motorhome, and travelled to Melbourne, reconnecting with Marion in Dromana, as well as Peter Loosley, Beryl and Phil and Helen Macdonald, at Lillydale Lake ON Sunday 11th Jan.  His letter of appreciation is included in the 60th Anniversary book, which Helen generously donated to him as a gift.


Helen McDonald & Knappen with Swedish flag
 Peter Loosley, Helen, Knappen, Beryl & Phil Herry.


IPU Raffle 
Raffle has been drawn, next draw is April 10 2026 
Thank you for participating in the recent Fiji holiday raffle hosted by Rotary Lilydale Project Maroondah IPU Care.
Congratulations to the winner of the raffle drawn November 21, Glen M. from Sydney NSW, who won 5 nights at Plantation Island Resort, 2 nights on the Fiji mainland and other great prize inclusions.
[bookmark: _Hlk203746326][image: A person holding a tray with drinks

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: ][image: A hut with a thatched roof and palm trees

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Win or gift a great holiday in Fiji and support Care Packs
for inpatients at
Maroondah Adult Mental Health Service,
a Rotary Club of Lilydale project.
Your holiday for two at Paradise Taveuni includes:
·  5 nights in an air-conditioned room overlooking the ocean.
·  Full cooked breakfasts, lunches and two course dinners (drinks not included).
·  Ground transfers to and from the airport.
·  Rainbow Reef snorkelling experience.
·  Tropical garden tour.
·  The Fijian people will make you feel welcome like no other.
AUD1000 contribution toward travel costs (sponsored by an anonymous supporter)
Plus dinner for two and bubbles at Sails Denarau at Port Denarau.
The prize is valid for 12 months. The prize is transferable to friends (but the transfer must be registered within one month of receiving the prize) - your receipt will have a gift certificate to share.

Funds raised are split: 
Rotary Club of Lilydale’s Maroondah Adult Mental Health Inpatient Units Care Pack project (50%)
and Its Time Foundation (50%) Remote Island Solar School Project.
[image: ]Its Time manages the raffle platform and arranges the fully donated prizes. https://iitime.org/
Next draw: 10 April 2026. 
Prize is valid for 18 months after the draw and is transferable to friends/family members.
Scan QR code to purchase your tickets or go to
https://itstime.org/rc-lilydaleinc
1 ticket: AUD $11	4 tickets:  AUD $40	10 tickets: AUD $90 

Wanted 
[image: 3D smartphone graphic]Have you updated your mobile phone and you still have your superseded phone? Did you receive a new one for Christmas.
if you have old phones lying around, they can be dropped off into the DV phone box which is at the Lilydale Campus Library. To help support Domestic Violence victims. 
[bookmark: _Hlk207824309]
VALE:- 
John Charles Turner, 28/11/1936 - 10/01/2026
John was a husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. He was a dedicated Rotarian, a CFA volunteer, and spent his career as an electrician. John was a member of the Rotary Club of Doncaster and later of Alexander. He also contributed to the East Timor Roofing project organized by the Doncaster, Melbourne, and Lilydale Rotary Clubs. Following his relocation to Acheron, he held the position of chairman of the CFA for several years and earned considerable respect.
Most of all he was a larikin at heart. 
The Chapel overflowed with Family and friends celebrating the life of John Charles Turner. on Wednesday 21st at Federation Chapel, Lilydale Memorial Park, after the service A guard of honour led by Fire truck from CFA Lilydale and the guard of honour by CFA members Acheron, Rotarians , Family and friends. 

Bulletin Editors notes: 
If there are any articles that you need in the Bulletin 
Especially From the service Chairperson 
To keep us up to date with Projects etc, please submit by the Friday before the next Meeting. 

Four members Attended RC Wandin Combined meeting Wed 14th Jan. and Cheryl reported on our progress as well as upcoming projects. It is earmarked for April to have a combined meeting between the same group with our club hosting. RC Wandin, Healesville, & Upper Yarra GROUP 9815-4 NORTH. Jeanette from RC Wandin is organising a “what is happening locally page” for the clubs to advertise on.  

The first Market back in February 2026, and The Lilydale Bowling Club is having a Community day on same day. 
They will support us and if we can support them will all work out. Check out the details 
Lilydale Community Day – Barefoot Bowls Sunday 1 February 2026 12:00-6:00
We are invited to free family event (Lilydale Community Day) coming up on Sunday 1 February, 12.00-6.00pm. We're encouraging people to check out the market first.  We would love it if you are able to promote the event closer to the day as well, hopefully both events will get more attendees as a result. We would also like to invite your members and their families to come and enjoy the day as well.

Judith Shiel


[image: image]DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
Rotary 9815 & 9830 District Conference 
13th -15th March 2026
Hobart, Tasmania.
[image: image]Is still open for bookings.

RAWCS - Rotary Australia World Community Service
The board on behalf of the club have donated to the Bush fire appeal, but if you feel you would also like to donate here is the link below. 

Bushfire Appeal 
Rotary Australia World Community Service (RAWCS) has already opened an appeal in
response to the fire crisis. We strongly encourage Clubs to support this appeal by visiting the
RAWCS website.
From the RAWCS home page - https://rawcs.org.au/ you will initially see the Bondi attack
appeal. Please either wait for the screen to rotate to the Bushfire appeal or select the
second-round button beneath the image to access the Bushfire page directly so that you get this screen.

[image: image]





Rotary Lilydale Sponsors, please support them.
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Click HERE to go to Conference Information and booking.
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